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Is that prepared by Professor A. Issel, of Genoa, who
received an independent appointment from the same
Ministry. A third official commission was also sent
to estimate the amount of damage caused by the
earthquakes in the Italian towns and villages. In
France, the destruction of property was much less
serious, and attention was confined chiefly to the
records of the shock provided by magnetographs and
other Instruments In distant observatories. In Swit-
zerland, the effects remarked were merely those due
to the evanescent vibrations of a remote earthquake;
but many interesting records were collected by the
permanent seismological commission established in
that country.

DAMAGE  CAUSED  BY  THE  EARTHQUAKES.

Owing to variations in the nature, foundation, and
Site of buildings, there Is always great diversity in
the destructive effects of an earthquake. In one
and the same town, most of the houses may be
razed to the ground, while in their midst may
be found some that are shattered but still
standing, and others perhaps that are practically
unharmed. The stronger after-shocks often com-
plete the ruin of the partially damaged houses;
though in such cases the real loss is as a rule
comparatively small

The close succession of the two strong after-
shocks of February 23rd made it impossible as a
rule to separate their effects from those due to the
first shock; but it has been roughly estimated that
about one-quarter of the total damage was caused
by the two after-shocks together. To them also